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Addendum to “Exceptional Event 
Demonstration for Ozone Exceedances 
in Clark County, Nevada – September 2, 
2020” 

Public Notification of Exceptional Event 

40 CFR 50.14(c)(1)(i) requires that air agencies must “notify the public promptly whenever an event 
occurs or is reasonably anticipated to occur which may result in the exceedance of an applicable air 
quality standard,” in accordance with the mitigation requirement at 40 CFR 51.930(a)(1). Here we 
provide details on the Clark County Department of Environment and Sustainability’s (DES) public 
notification for the potential exceptional event on September 2, 2020. Real-time air quality data, Air 
Quality Index (AQI) maps, daily air quality forecasts, and event notifications are available on the DES 
website (https://clarkcountynvairquality.meteostar.com/). Air quality forecasts and current data are 
also available through EPA’s AirNow and EnviroFlash systems. DES issues air quality advisories and 
alerts to warn the public and regulated community if unhealthy levels of a regulated pollutant are 
anticipated and to provide recommendations on reducing exposure and emissions. Advisories are 
issued when forecast conditions are favorable for pollutant levels to exceed the NAAQS – i.e., to 
reach the Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups (USG) level on the AQI, or when public health and safety 
might be in danger. Alerts are issued when air quality levels have already reached the AQI USG level 
or are expected to reach that level. Figure A-1 provides the concentration and AQI values for all 
NAAQS pollutants in the Metropolitan/Non-Metropolitan and Greater Las Vegas Metro Area on 
September 2, 2020. This information was publicly available during the September 2 potential 
exceptional event. In addition to the near-real-time data available on the DES website, 5-day AQI 
forecasts were available on September 2 (and currently are available) to the public here: 
https://aqportal.clarkcountynv.gov/DES_AQ_Forecast.  

Figure A-2 shows the public Air Quality Advisory/News Release for the 2020 ozone season, and 
Figure A-3 shows the public Air Quality Advisory/News Release for September 3, 2020. Additional 
media coverage and publicly available AirNow AQI maps for the September 2 potential exceptional 
event date are included in Section 3.1.2, Section 3.1.4, and Appendix A of the main report.  

https://aqportal.clarkcountynv.gov/DES_AQ_Forecast
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Figure A-1. Air quality Index values reported by the Clark County Department of Environment 
and Sustainability on September 2, 2020. 
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Figure A-2. Seasonal Ozone Advisory issued by the Clark County Office of Public 
Communication on March 31, 2020, for the 2020 Ozone Season (April 1 to September 30, 
2020). 
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Figure A-2 (cont). Seasonal Ozone Advisory issued by the Clark County Office of Public 
Communication on March 31, 2020, for the 2020 Ozone Season (April 1 to September 30, 
2020). 
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Figure A-3. Smoke and Ozone Advisory issued by the Clark County Office of Public 
Communication on September 3, 2020, for September 3-4, 2020. 
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Figure A-3 (cont.). Smoke and Ozone Advisory issued by the Clark County Office of Public 
Communication on September 3, 2020, for September 3-4, 2020. 
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